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The church’s first pastor was the Reverend

S.C. Pierce, who conducted services atop an
animal stable in old downtown Los Angeles. In
1887, under the spiritual leadership of the
Reverend C.H. Anderson, the church pur-
chased the land and erected its first sanctuary
on Maple Avenue. The Reverend Anderson
pastored Second Baptist Church for two dec-
ades. He was followed in 1908 by the Rev-
erend J.L. McCoy, who served until 1915. The
Reverend H.D. Prowd succeeded Pastor
McCoy; he served from 1915 to 1920.

In 1921, the Reverend Thomas L. Griffith
answered the call to pastor Second Baptist
Church’s burgeoning congregation. Four years
later in 1925, the church erected and moved
to its present edifice at 2412 Griffith Avenue.
Designed in the Lombard Romanesque style
by famed Los Angeles architects Paul R. Wil-
liams and Norman Marsh, the church has
been designated as a historical landmark by
the city of Los Angeles.

The Reverend Griffith was succeeded in
1941 by the Reverend J. Raymond Hender-
son. During his 20 years of ministry, the
church liquidated its mortgage of $83,000, un-
derwent a complete renovation, constructed a
parsonage and a Christian education building,
and purchased an apartment building, a park-
ing lot, and a community center.

In 1963, the Reverend Thomas Kilgore, Jr.
became pastor of Second Baptist Church. It
was under his leadership that the church so-
lidified its base as an influential and important
force in the future of Los Angeles’ African-
American community. During his leadership,
the church succeeded in helping to reorder the
priorities of community leaders to include the
less fortunate and traditionally underserved
members of Los Angeles society. He raised
the community’s social consciousness and es-
tablished Second Baptist Church as a force
not to be dismissed in formulating plans for
the future of our neighborhoods and commu-
nities. Dr. Kilgore established programs to
meet the needs of citizens that were otherwise
not being addressed. He oversaw the con-
struction of Griffith Gardens, a 38-unit apart-
ment building, and established a child devel-
opment center at the church. In addition, the
church’s social hall underwent a complete ren-
ovation and two parking lots were purchased.
Today, the Reverend Kilgore serves as pastor
emeritus of Second Baptist Church.

In October 1987 the Reverend William S.
Epps answered the call to pastor Second Bap-
tist Church. Today, the church operates a
Christian education program, a community so-
cial service program, the Pueblo Christian Ac-
tion Center, and the Second Baptist Child De-
velopment Center.

In addition, under the Reverend Epps’ able
leadership and ministry, the church regularly
convenes seminars and forums as it continues
to address the problems endemic to our com-
munities today. Second Baptist Church ex-
tends its ministry far beyond the pulpit of its
majestic stained-glass-surrounded sanctuary.
It is an increasingly important force in our
community as it provides spiritual nourishment
to its flock, and also seeks to provide spiritual
and economic renewal for the disenfranchised
members of the community. It provides hope
where there is often no hope and it inspires
the spirits of men, women, and children by
helping them to realize a better tomorrow.

Few would argue about the increasingly im-
portant correlation that exists between the
church and a healthy and prosperous commu-

nity. For over a century, Second Baptist
Church has contributed to that prosperity by
offering a ministry that nurtures the soul and
empowers the mind. By providing economic
and spiritual empowerment to the community,
it continues to shine as a beacon of hope for
the future. We are proud to recognize and
commend this historic edifice and to congratu-
late the Reverend Epps, the Reverend Thom-
as Kilgore, Jr., and the members of Second
Baptist Church for their ministry and leader-
ship to the Los Angeles community. Please
join us in extending our profound best wishes
for continued success in the future.
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Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to bring to your attention the fine
work and outstanding public service of the
San Bernardino County Sun newspaper in
San Bernardino, CA. The Sun, under the lead-
ership of executive editor Arnie Garson, was
recently recognized as one of the top news-
papers in the United States for 1994 in the an-
nual Best of Gannett competition.

The San Bernardino County Sun was one of
six finalists for the Gannett’s Outstanding
Achievement Award recognizing the best over-
all news performance by a newspaper in 1994
and is the recipient of the coveted Gold Medal
Award for 1994. Altogether, the Sun received
seven individual awards, the highest for any
newspaper with a circulation of over 40,000.

In addition, Arnie Garson was 1 of 10 edi-
tors nationwide awarded the President’s Ring
and has thus become one of the finalists in
the 1994 Editor of the Year competition. The
top three contenders will be announced at the
Gannett’s editors’ meeting in May and the win-
ner will be announced in June.

Specifically, the Sun won top awards in
seven separate categories. Mickie Enkoji was
a top winner taking home first place honors in
the Outstanding Achievement in Writing and
Feature Writing categories. Rebecca Fairley
Raney relieved the top prize for investigative
reporting, while Paul Oberjuerge was recog-
nized for his prize-winning sports column. In
addition, the Sun received top honors for pub-
lic service, headlines, and packaging and
presentation.

Few who make their home in San
Bernardino County are surprised by the Sun’s
success. As my hometown newspaper over
the course of my life, I have watched the Sun
professionally adapt to the many changes that
have taken place in our county over the years.
While we may differ on specific issues from
time to time, I have nothing but the utmost
level of respect for the high standards and
professionalism of this newspaper.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, my col-
leagues, and the people of San Bernardino
County in recognizing Arnie Garson and the
entire staff of the Sun for its success. It is only
fitting that the House recognize the San
Bernardino Sun, one of the truly outstanding
newspapers in the United States today.
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Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute to the Federal workers who are
among the bombing victims in Oklahoma City.
Their great sacrifice deserves our respect.
Their public service deserves our gratitude.
Their memory deserves our reflection.

We have just begun the annual commemo-
ration of Public Service Recognition Week, an
occasion where Federal agencies and em-
ployee organizations recognize the contribu-
tions made by public servants at all levels of
Government. The Oklahoma bombing victims
are truly the most deserving of recognition this
year. Those who were killed or injured while
working for America, shall forever remain
among our Nation’s most honored.

The loss of these workers reminds us that
Federal service does have its risks, as well as
its rewards. The blast hit the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building just as the employees inside
began another workday. Now many of them
are gone, but they have left behind a legacy
of service to the public that is warmly remem-
bered by the people of Oklahoma City.

Since the bombing, the Nation has wit-
nessed the fine work of other Federal employ-
ees working tirelessly in Oklahoma City. Dur-
ing each day that has passed, we have seen
Federal law enforcement officers effectively
pursuing suspects and witnesses, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency responding
to the needs of Oklahoma citizens affected by
the tragedy, and the General Services Admin-
istration’s Emergency Operations Center co-
ordinating the restoration of Federal agency
operations in the area. This is Government
service at its best.

This terrible event has caused many Ameri-
cans to learn more about Federal workers—
who they are, where they live, and what they
do. Let’s remember with pride those who
served and are still serving today in Oklahoma
City. Let’s also recognize that there are many
more like them serving Americans across this
land.
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize an excep-
tional young man from my district who has re-
cently accepted his appointment as a member
of the class of 1999 at the U.S. Military Acad-
emy.

Jerrod E. Hawk will soon graduate Paulding
High School after 4 years of outstanding aca-
demic achievement as well as extracurricular
involvement. While in high school Jerrod has
distinguished himself as a leader among his
peers. He is an outstanding student and pa-
triot.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most important re-
sponsibilities of Members of Congress is to
identify outstanding young men and women
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and to nominate them for admission to the
U.S. service academies. While at the Acad-
emy, they will be the beneficiaries of one of
the finest educations available, so that in the
future, they might be entrusted with the very
security of our Nation.

I am confident that Jerrod Hawk has both
the ability and the desire to meet this chal-
lenge. I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him for his accomplishments to
date and to wish him the best of luck as he
begins his career in service to our country.
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Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
today to pay tribute to Billy Strayhorn and his
many contributions to jazz music as a pianist,
composer, lyricist, and arranger.

Billy Strayhorn will soon be remembered in
the city of Pittsburgh during ‘‘Ellington ’95: The
Thirteenth Annual International Conference on
the Life and Music of Duke Ellington,’’ where
delegates from 16 countries and 34 States will
be in attendance. This event is dedicated to
the memory of Billy Strayhorn and is being
hosted by the Billy Strayhorn Chapter of the
Duke Ellington Society in Pittsburgh, PA.

Billy Strayhorn was born in Dayton, OH on
November 29, 1915, and was raised in Pitts-
burgh where he graduated from Westinghouse
High School. It was in Pittsburgh at the Stan-
ley Theatre, now the Benedum Center for the
Performing Arts that the close association and
collaboration between Duke Ellington and
Strayhorn began. This remarkably productive
collaboration endured for nearly three decades
and produced more than 200 compositions
and arrangements.

The musical compositions of Billy Strayhorn
are among some of America’s most popular
jazz standards. Billy Strayhorn’s music in-
cludes Take the ‘A’ Train, the Ellington Band’s
theme song, Lush Life, Something to Live For,
Day Dream, After All, Chelsea Bridge, Lotus
Blossom, and Blood Count. Billy Strayhorn
has been honored on many occasions for his
contributions to jazz and was elected to the
‘‘Songwriters’ Hall of Fame’’ on April 15, 1984,
by the National Academy of Popular Music.

The discovery of previously unknown Billy
Strayhorn compositions has brought new rec-
ognition and acclaim to this great composer’s
memory. A newly discovered composition,
Portrait of a Silk Thread, was premiered at the
1994 Ellington Conference in Stockholm, Swe-
den. Other previously unknown compositions
have been found and will be premiered for the
world at the Ellington Annual International
Conference in Pittsburgh, May 24–28, 1995. I
am confident that the presentation of these
newly discovered compositions will be among
the highlights of this year’s Ellington con-
ference.

Mr. Speaker, it is proper that the Members
of the U.S. House should take note of Billy
Strayhorn and his outstanding contributions to
the musical heritage of the United States of
America and the world. Billy Strayhorn and
Duke Ellington were ambassadors to the world
and helped to enlighten millions of individuals

from around the globe to the American jazz
experience. I am pleased that the memory of
Billy Strayhorn will be celebrated in Pittsburgh
later this month and commend to the House
and the American people ‘‘Ellington ’95: The
Thirteenth Annual International Conference on
the Life and Music of Duke Ellington.’’
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
pleasures of serving in this legislative body is
the opportunity we occasionally get to ac-
knowledge publicly the outstanding citizens of
our Nation. I rise today to honor Judith Pisar
in her installment as a Chevalier of the Legion
of Honor in France, an honor she received on
May 26, 1994. Ms. Pisar’s contributions have
led to building of a widely-admired cultural
bridge between the United States and France
and to Franco-American cultural relations in
general.

A native of New York, Ms. Pisar has spent
the last two decades in Paris working for the
American Center in Paris, a cultural center
that houses contemporary American art.
Founded 63 years ago, the American Center
has helped bridge the gap of cultural dif-
ferences between the United States and
France. Under Ms. Pisar’s direction, the Amer-
ican Center has expanded with a new building
that was dedicated on June 4, 1994. The new
building will house a 420-seat theater, studios,
a gallery, classrooms, and apartments for visit-
ing artists and writers and will have space for
an American restaurant.

Ms. Pisar has also organized cultural, edu-
cational and charitable events for artists in
France and the United States. She has put to-
gether exhibitions of young painters and a va-
riety of multi-media events on both sides of
the Atlantic.

Mr. Speaker, it is no surprise that France
has bestowed this high achievement to Ms.
Pisar, a person dedicated to the cultural and
intellectual education of our countries.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this mo-
ment to ask my colleagues in the U.S. House
of Representatives to join me in commending
Ms. Judith Pisar for her valuable work. She is
an inspiration to us all.

f
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
pay tribute to Sara and Simha Lainer, close
friends of mine for more than 40 years and
people passionately dedicated to the welfare
of the Jewish community of Los Angeles. Na-
tives of Eastern Europe, the Lainers came to
southern California via Mexico, where they
lived and worked for several years. We are
lucky to have them.

Sara Lainer, a distinguished author of schol-
arly articles, has been an active volunteer on

behalf of Hadassah, Pioneer Women, General
Israel Orphans Home, the Yiddish Culture
Club, and many other organizations. She con-
tinues to lecture in Hebrew and Yiddish to
groups in Los Angeles, and she holds an hon-
orary doctorate from the Hebrew Theological
College, Jewish University of America. Her
commitment to the intellectual and spiritual
components of Judaism is extraordinary.

Simha Lainer, who ran a successful real es-
tate business in the San Fernando Valley, is
a strong supporter of, and a dedicated volun-
teer with, the University of Judaism, the Jew-
ish Community Foundation, the ADL, and
West Coast Friends of the Hebrew University.
Anyone who cares about the Jewish commu-
nity of Los Angeles owes a huge thanks to
Simha Lainer.

In 1989, the Lainers established the Simha
and Sara Lainer Fund for Jewish Education,
which has thus far awarded $290,000 in schol-
arships to 400 children around the city. I can
think of nothing more important than ensuring
Judaism remains vibrant and alive in Los An-
geles.

Simha and Sara also raised three sons,
Mark, Nahum, and Luis, who have followed in
the tradition of their parents in working hard
on behalf of their community. I am indeed
lucky to be good friends with all three, as well
as their wives, Ellie, Alice, and Lee.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting Sara and Simha Lainer, whose tire-
less efforts to make this a better world inspire
us all.
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ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 1995

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
April 26, 1995 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

THE OUTLOOK FOR THE ECONOMY

With all the attention given to the Con-
tract With America in the first 100 days, it is
also important to focus on an issue of much
importance for many Hoosiers—the state of
the economy and what can be done to
strengthen the outlook.

1994 was a year of solid economic growth,
strong job creation, and low inflation, a very
unusual combination for the postwar period.
The Midwest, including Indiana, did even
better. Most everyone would be pleased if we
could just freeze the 1994 numbers. But ana-
lysts warn that the rise in interest rates dur-
ing the past year is slowing important sec-
tors of the economy—particularly housing
and autos—and that the rest of the economy
may also shift into lower gear this year and
next.

Performance Of The Economy. Economic
Growth The economy’s total output of goods
and services grew 4.1% last year. This was
the strongest growth in seven years and well
above average for the postwar period. Much
of the growth was fueled by a boom in busi-
ness investment in new equipment. Housing
starts hit their highest level since 1988, out-
put of motor vehicles rose to the highest
level in more than a decade, and industrial
production rose 5.4% over 1993, the strongest
gain in ten years.

Jobs. The economy created 3.5 million jobs
in 1994, the strongest job growth in ten
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